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March Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 1st March


Holy Communion with Rev. Julie Upton
            at 11.00am
Sunday 8th March


Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert
at 6.30pm
Sunday 15th March 
MOTHERING SUNDAY Holy Communion 
with Rev. Chris Herbert  


          at 11.00 am
Sunday 22nd  March


Morning Praise with Ian Watson  at 
           at 11.00 am
Sunday 29th March


Joint Benefice PALM SUNDAY Holy Communion with 
Rev. Chris & Christine Herbert  

          at 10.30am
Good Friday 3rd April

Joint Benefice GOOD FRIDAY Reflections at The Cross





St. Peter’s Tankersley Stations 1-5


12 – 1.00pm






Holy Trinity Thurgoland Stations 5-10

2.00 – 3.00pm






St. Leonards’ Wortley Stations 11-15

3.30 - 4.30pm

EASTER SUNDAY 5th April
Holy Communion with Rev. Chris Herbert
at 11.00am

Wednesday 1st April


Church AGM and PCC Meeting


7.00pm
Rev. Chris will hold “drop-in” sessions at St. Leonards between 17.00 and 18.30 on the first Monday of each month  throughout the year(this month on 2nd March 2026). He will be pleased to discuss arrangements for any church events you have planned - weddings, baptisms, etc.
***************************
St. Leonards is open to visitors EVERY WEDNESDAY from 11am to 3pm and there is a
‘Drop In’  TEA and CHAT session between 1 and 3pm
*****************************
SOCIAL EVENTS
After our very successful Snowdrop Day held in February and with thanks to everyone who took part - even the sun shone!  Our next community activity will be - as part of  PENISTONE ARTS WEEK  - an Exhibition of Children’s Art at St. Leonards.
*

On Saturday 21st, Wednesday 25th and  Saturday 29th March between 11am and 3pm
There will be an exhibition of artwork by the talented children of 
Thurgoland Primary School in the Church, please come and have a look!
ALSO 
On Saturday 21st March between 10am and 3pm

There will be a display and information about the ANCIENT ART OF CHANGE RINGING.  The St. Leonards Bell Ringing Team will be on hand to explain and demonstrate, with hand bells, how it is all done.  Come along and learn all about it and even have a go!
*
Wednesday 25th March at 6.30pm

Prize Giving and Celebration of the children’s work and talent.
*
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
Wortley Tower News
It has Been a Damp Month
Did we have any days in January when it didn’t rain? It certainly felt like it rained every day plus days of fog and even some snow. Our belfry at St Leonard’s is open to the elements, all church tower belfries are. The slotted louvre windows are just open gaps to let the sound of the bells out. This does however lead to some unintended consequences. The belfry gets very damp. Snow blows in, the fog creates a film of water on every surface, and the rain blows in wetting the floor. The damp then makes its way down the ropes to the ringing room below. We can’t do anything about it, so it is nice when we get some dry days with a breeze to dry it all out again.  Our Tower Captain has been in a few belfries in other churches this month and they have all been the same. Roll on Spring.

Ringing in the Hope Valley
On January 28th we were invited by the Hope Valley ringers to join them for an afternoon of shared ringing. They came to visit us in Wortley last year. We rang at two towers, the first was St Peter’s Hope. A 14th and 15th century church with some modifications in 1720 and 1882. There are 8 bells in the tower. Bells 3 to 8 were cast in 1733 and bells 1 & 2 in 1930. The Tenor weighs 14 hundredweight and we enjoyed ringing call changes on 8, Grandsire and Plain Bob Doubles. 

From Hope we moved on to St Edmunds, Castleton. This church dates from the 12th & 14th century with alterations in 1886. This is an interesting place for ringers. The door to the spiral stairs to the ringing room is only about 4 feet high so it’s a crouch down to get in. The bells here are a unique and unusual ring of 8. All of them are a novel shape, cast by James III Harrison in 1803 & 1812. The shape makes them sound a lower note for their weight. The Tenor weighs 11 hundredweight but sounds like a bell of 20 hundredweight. The resulting tonal sounds are a bit unusual, and the idea was not taken up by other bell founders. We rang call changes on 8, Plain Bob, Grandsire and some Plain Hunt. We were invited to go up to the belfry here to take a look and it was fascinating to see the bells, including the 2 later ones, in a frame mounted above the original 6.

To finish off the day the entire group had a lovely evening meal in The George pub in Castleton. We had nearly half the pub to ourselves as there were around 20 of us altogether. 

Tankersley Tower News

Ringing the Pancake Bell

For the third year the Pancake Bell was rung at St Peter’s on Shrove Tuesday morning. We had a good number of visitors both adults and children who came along to have a go at chiming the Treble bell in the tower using the long rope that hangs in the back of the church. Everyone was successful at getting the bell to ring and some visitors braved the spiral stairs to go up to the ringing room. Once there they had a go at chiming the other two bells.

The Tankersley church pancakes chefs (church members) were hard at work making fresh hot pancakes for the visitors. With a range of toppings and fruits these were delicious. It was a fun morning, and we must remember the Pancake Bell is an old traditional in churches. Rung on Shrove Tuesday at 11am to call people to confession ("shrive") before Lent, also signalling them to use up rich foods like eggs and fats by making pancakes.

Thank you to everyone who helped on the day and our visitors who came to St Peter’s to take part.

Visiting Ringers

We had a visiting team of ringers on Thursday 12th February. They came from all over the UK having got together for a few days of ringing in the Yorkshire area. Our bells were rung full-circle for around 45 minutes. They enjoyed the opportunity to ring at St Peter’s, for all but one person, their first time ringing here.
Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
